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STANDARDS, PROCEDURES AND PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 

4th Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 

Thursday 23 February 2017 

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Mary Fairfax Somerville Room (CR2). 

1. Cross-Party Groups: The Committee will consider applications for recognition 
from two Cross-Party Groups, and take evidence from—

Richard Lyle, Convener of the proposed CPG on Dementia; 

Patrick Harvie, Convener of the proposed CPG on Beer and Pubs. 

2. Cross-Party Group - approval: The Committee will decide whether to accord
recognition to the proposed Cross-Party Groups on Dementia, and Beer and
Pubs.

3. Acting Conveners (in private): The Committee will consider a note by the
Clerk.

Douglas Wands 
Clerk to the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 

Room TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5239 

Email: douglas.wands@parliament.scot 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 

Agenda item 1  

Note by the clerk 
 

SPPA/S5/17/4/1 

Agenda item 2  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

SPPA/S5/17/4/2 (P) 
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Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
 

4th Meeting 2017 (Session 5), Thursday 23 February 2017 
 

Cross-Party Group Applications 
 
 
Introduction 

1. In accordance with the provisions on Cross-Party Groups (CPGs) set out in 
section 6 of the Code of Conduct (the Code), proposals for the establishment of 
CPGs in the Scottish Parliament must be submitted to the Standards, Procedures 
and Public Appointments Committee for its approval. 
 
2. The provisions referred to in this note relate to Volume 2, Section 6, of the 
Code of Conduct. 
 
3. There are two proposed Groups for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
Proposed CPG on Dementia 

4. The CPG on Dementia existed in session 4 of the Parliament. As members are 
aware all Groups from Session 4 that wished to re-register in the current Session 
had to do so by 30 October 2016. The proposed CPG on Dementia failed to meet 
this deadline and as such has to come to the Committee for consideration. 
 
5. The proposed Group held its initial meeting on 31 January 2017. The Convener 
of the proposed Group, Richard Lyle MSP, provided the following explanation as to 
why the deadline was missed— 
 

 ―The deadline for the Re-Registration of the Cross Party Group on 
Dementia was missed as a consequence of a series of changes to the 
Group and its Management. The CPG was previously convened by 
Roderick Campbell, who was not returned to Parliament pending Session 
5 Elections. In addition, the other existing Members of the CPG – with the 
exception of Mary Fee MSP, whom I will address shortly, also retired and 
thus did not return to Parliament following the Session 5 Elections. 
Subsequently the only Member returned to Parliament following the 
Session 5 Elections was Mary Fee MSP. When approached by the 
Secretariat Organisation, Mary Fee MSP declined to Convene the Cross 
Party Group on Dementia. The Secretariat Organisation found it difficult to 
find alternative Members to take over the Cross Party Group. It was the 
Groups intention to have an initial meeting on October 4th 2016 – and Mr 
Lyle was intending to Convene for the purposes of bringing the Group 
together once again. However, again the Group found it difficult to 
establish the Cross Party Support required. Therefore, they spent their 
time building the support. Having at this stage now – to date – they have 
obtained Cross Party Support, the group feel in a position to be able to 
arrange a meeting and therefore the date in January 2017 was agreed.‖ 
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6. The registration form submitted by the proposed Group is attached at Annexe A 
to this note.  
 
Consideration by the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
7. Paragraph 6.3.10 of the Code states ―….As part of its consideration, the 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee will invite one of the 
proposed Group’s MSP office bearers (usually the Convener) to attend a meeting to 
explain the justification for the proposed Group.‖ Richard Lyle MSP has been invited 
to the meeting to discuss registration of the proposed Group. 
 
Purpose 
8. Paragraph 6.3.11 of the Code states ―the Committee will pay particular 
attention to a proposed Group’s purpose. If the Committee considers that a Group is 
being proposed not in the public interest but, for example, to further particular 
commercial interests, the Group will not be accorded recognition. The Committee will 
also consider whether the purpose of a proposed Group overlaps the remit of an 
existing Group. The proposed Group has been asked to provide justification as to 
why its aim could not effectively be achieved within the existing Group‖.  
 
9. The stated purpose of the proposed Group is— 
 

 To provide a forum for MSPs, stakeholders and other interested parties to 
engage directly in dialogue to inform policy developments which impact on 
the health and well-being of people with dementia, their families and 
carers. 

 To share the knowledge, experience and expertise of members of the 
group by sharing evidence from a range of personal, professional and 
academic perspectives. For example, in relation to priorities within the 
Scottish Government’s National Dementia Strategy. As appropriate, the 
group will produce briefings to enable MSPs to highlight new and 
emerging issues. 

 
Membership 
10. Paragraph 6.4.1 requires group membership to include at least five MSPs, with 
at least one MSP from each of the parties or groups represented on the 
Parliamentary Bureau.  The Committee has previously agreed that there should be a 
general waiver of this Rule in the current Session and Groups are now required to 
have five MSPs from the majority of parties represented on the Parliamentary 
Bureau. The proposed Group meets this requirement. 
 
11. The MSP membership (by party) of the proposed Group is as follows— 
 

 2 Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 

 1 Scottish Labour Party 

 1 Scottish Liberal Democrat Party 

 3 Scottish National Party. 
 
12. The proposed Group has listed 16 non-MSP members in the individual 
category and 23 in non-MSP member organisations. 
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Office Bearers 
13. Paragraph 6.4.3 requires one MSP to be Convener of the Group and there to 
be at least one other MSP office bearer. The proposed Group meets this 
requirement: Richard Lyle MSP is the Convener of the Group and Colin Smyth MSP 
and Finlay Carson MSP are the Deputy-Conveners. 
 
Financial Benefits and Subscription 
14. The registration form indicates that  
 

 ―Secretariat support provided by Alzheimer Scotland, in preparation for, 
and attendance at, meetings of the CPG (Owen Miller and Amy Dalrymple) 
- approximately 44 hours. 

 Occasional tea and coffee for attendees – to be covered by Richard Lyle’s 
office. 

 Total estimated cost £900.‖ 
 
15. The registration form also indicates that members will not be charged a 
subscription. 
 
Proposed CPG on Beer and Pubs 

16. The registration form submitted by the proposed Group is attached at Annexe B 
to this note.  
 
Consideration by the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
17. Patrick Harvie MSP has been invited to the meeting to discuss registration of 
the proposed Group. 
 
Purpose 
18. The stated purpose of the proposed Group is— 
 

 The purpose of the group is to further the appreciation of good quality beer 
that is locally and independently brewed in Scotland. It also recognises the 
importance of pubs and licensed bars to community life, particularly those 
based in rural areas. The group will provide a forum to discuss policies 
that will impact on the beer and pub sector and affect beer drinkers 
and pub-goers across Scotland 

 
Membership 
19. The proposed Group meets the requirement in relation to MSP membership 
which is as follows — 
 

 9 Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 

 1 Scottish Green Party 

 2 Scottish Labour Party 

 1 Scottish Liberal Democrat Party 

 3 Scottish National Party 
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20. When the original registration form was received the proposed Group had listed 
no non-MSP member in the individual category and one in non-MSP member 
organisations. The Convener of the proposed Group provided the following 
information on external membership of the Group— 
 

 Note on external membership 
Our only initial external member is CAMRA, and we consider that as a 
consumer body rather than a commercial organisation it has a particularly 
valuable role to play. 
However we have also approached the Scottish Licensed Trade 
Association, the Scottish Independent Brewers’ Association, and Plunkett 
Scotland about the possibility of their involvement in the CPG, and we 
have had positive responses. We intend to keep external membership 
under review, and will inform the Standards Clerks as required. 
 

21. Standards clerks have received confirmation that the proposed Group now has 
a further two organisations included in the non-MSP membership, Scottish Licensed 
Trade Association and the Plunkett Foundation.  
 
Office Bearers 
22. The proposed Group meets the requirement in relation to office bearers: Patrick 
Harvie MSP is the Convener of the Group and Gordon MacDonald MSP and 
Graham Simpson MSP are the Deputy-Conveners. 
 
Financial Benefits and Subscription 
23. The registration form indicates that— 
 

 ―The Group anticipates that it will receive material support from CAMRA, 
the Campaign for Real Ale. This material support would be in the form of 
providing a secretary to support with note-taking at meetings and organise 
members to attend said meetings by a paid member of staff, who will likely 
contribute on average three hours a week towards running the group. The 
value of this support is estimated to be in the region of £1000pa.‖ 

 
24. The form also indicates that members of the Group will not be charged a 
subscription. 
 
Next Steps 

25. At agenda item 1 the Committee is invited to discuss any aspects of the 
application for recognition of the proposed Cross-Party Groups on— 
 

 Dementia with Richard Lyle MSP; and 

 Beer and Pubs with Patrick Harvie MSP. 
 
26. At agenda item 2 the Committee will discuss whether to accord recognition to 
the proposed Groups. 
 

Sam Currie 
Support Manager 
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Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
February 2017 
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CROSS-PARTY GROUP REGISTRATION FORM 

 

NAME OF CROSS-PARTY GROUP 

Cross-Party Group on Dementia 

PURPOSE OF THE GROUP AND PROPOSED DISCUSSION TOPICS 

1. Please state the purpose of the Group. 

2. Please also provide a brief explanation of the purpose of the Group and why 
the purpose is in the public interest.  

3. Please also provide details of any overlaps with the purpose of existing Cross-
Party Groups and an explanation of why, regardless of any such overlap, the 
Group should be established. 

4. Please also provide an indication of the topics which the Group anticipates 
discussing in the forthcoming 12 months. 

As with the previous Cross Party Group on Dementia, the purpose of the group is: 

1. To provide a forum for MSPs, stakeholders and other interested parties to 
engage directly in dialogue to inform policy developments which impact on 
the health and well-being of people with dementia, their families and carers. 

2. To share the knowledge, experience and expertise of members of the group 
by sharing evidence from a range of personal, professional and academic 
perspectives. For example, in relation to priorities within the Scottish 
Government’s National Dementia Strategy. As appropriate, the group will 
produce briefings to enable MSPs to highlight new and emerging issues. 

It is estimated that more than 90,000 people in Scotland have dementia, with the 
number expected to increase considerably as Scotland’s population grows older. It 
is important for there to be a forum for people with dementia, carers and 
stakeholders across disciplines have a forum to share their expertise and 
knowledge to inform policy development and decision making. 

It is anticipated that the following topics will be discussed during 2017, however, 
the group will also look for input from members about what would be of greatest 
value for the group to discuss and will include these for future meetings: 

1. Third National Dementia Strategy 
2. Palliative Care/End of life (as a joint session with the CPG on Palliative Care) 
3. Care Charging 
4. Dementia Friends  
5. Allied Health Professionals  
6. Dementia Research 
7. Acute settings 
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MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

Please provide names and party designation of all MSP members of the Group.  

Richard Lyle, SNP 

Stuart McMillan, SNP 

Bob Dorris, SNP 

Colin Smyth, Labour 

Miles Briggs, Conservatives  

Finlay Carson, Conservatives 

Alex Cole-Hamilton, Liberal Democrats 

NON-MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

For organisational members please provide only the name of the organisation, it is 
not necessary to provide the name(s) of individuals who may represent the 
organisation at meetings of the Group. 

Individuals 
Jordan Linden (Parliamentary Office Manager for Richard 
Lyle) 
Agnes Houston 
Donna Houston 
Natasha Hamilton 
Katharyn Barnett 
Brendan McCormack 
Margaret Brown 
Karen Watchman 
Elaine Hunter 
Peter Lerpiniere 
Sandra Shields 
Helen Skinner 
Nicola Wood 
Ruth Mantle 
Tilda McCrimmond 
Andy Shewan 

Organisations  
National Dementia Carers Action Network 
Scottish Dementia Working Group 
Alzheimer Scotland 
Scottish Dementia Research Consortium 
NHS Research 
The Life Changes Trust 
Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland 
Age Scotland 
Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists 
Scottish Care 
Care Inspectorate 
Scottish Social Services Council 
NHS Education for Scotland 
Marie Curie 
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Health Scotland 
Dementia Friendly East Lothian 
Dementia Friendly Arora 
Cobhair Bharraigh  
Dementia Friendly Kirriemuir 
Together in Dementia Everyday 
DEEP 
Sporting Memories Network 
Outside the Box 

GROUP OFFICE BEARERS 

Please provide names for all office bearers.  The minimum requirement is that two 
of the office bearers are MSPs and one of these is Convener – beyond this it is a 
matter for the Group to decide upon the office bearers it wishes to have.  It is 
permissible to have more than one individual elected to each office, for example, 
co-conveners or multiple deputy conveners. 

Convener Richard Lyle MSP 

Deputy Convener Colin Smyth MSP 

Finlay Carson MSP 

Secretary Alzheimer Scotland 

Treasurer N/A 

FINANCIAL BENEFITS OR OTHER BENEFITS  

Please provide details of any financial or material benefit(s) the Group anticipates 
receiving from a single source in a calendar year which has a value, either singly 
or cumulatively, of more than £500.  This includes donations, gifts, hospitality or 
visits and material assistance such as secretariat support. 

 

Secretariat support provided by Alzheimer Scotland, in preparation for, and 
attendance at, meetings of the CPG (Owen Miller and Amy Dalrymple) - 
approximately 44 hours. 
 
Occasional tea and coffee for attendees – to be covered by Richard Lyle’s office. 
 
Total estimated cost £900. 

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGED BY THE GROUP 

Please provide details of the amount to be charged and the purpose for which the 
subscription is intended to be used. 

N/A 

CONVENER CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Richard Lyle 
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Parliamentary 
address 

M4.04 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP  

Telephone 
number 

01698 479900 

 

STATEMENT ON COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

I declare that the Cross-Party Group on Dementia is constituted and will comply with 
the terms of Section 6 of the Code of Conduct for Members of the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Signed Richard Lyle 

Date 08/02/2017 
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CROSS-PARTY GROUP REGISTRATION FORM 

 

NAME OF CROSS-PARTY GROUP 

Cross-Party Group on Beer and Pubs 

PURPOSE OF THE GROUP AND PROPOSED DISCUSSION TOPICS 

1. Please state the purpose of the Group. 

2. Please also provide a brief explanation of the purpose of the Group and why 
the purpose is in the public interest.  

3. Please also provide details of any overlaps with the purpose of existing Cross-
Party Groups and an explanation of why, regardless of any such overlap, the 
Group should be established. 

4. Please also provide an indication of the topics which the Group anticipates 
discussing in the forthcoming 12 months. 

The purpose of the group is to further the appreciation of good quality beer that is 
locally and independently brewed in Scotland. It also recognises the importance 
of pubs and licensed bars to community life, particularly those based in rural 
areas. The group will provide a forum to discuss policies that will impact on 
the beer and pub sector and affect beer drinkers and pub-goers across Scotland. 

 There are now 4,600 pubs and 120 breweries in Scotland. The brewing 
industry is an emerging sector in Scotland and there is currently no existing 
cross party group with this specific focus.  

 The group provides an opportunity for MSPs, consumer bodies and industry 
bodies to come together to discuss items related to the beer and pubs 
industry which have a direct impact on key government agendas such as 
tourism and the economy.  

 To inform MSPs of the issues and challenges facing pub owners and 
consumers and to highlight the impact pubs have on our economy and local 
communities - particularly in rural areas.  

 The group will bring together key stakeholders in the pubs industry and aim 
to influence Government policy  

 Guest speakers from the industry (such as tied tenants) may be invited to 
the Cross Party Group to discuss how specific policy areas may affect 
them.  

 Constituency specific issues may be raised, and there will be opportunity for 
MSPs to hear how they can support the beer and pubs sector in their patch. 

Cross Over with other CPGs: 

While no other CPG covers the remit we propose, there is potential for discussion 
with a number of other group which share some interests: 

 It is not proposed that the CPG on Beer and Pubs will address alcohol 
misuse specifically, however there will be issues which may be of common 
interest with the CPG on Drug and Alcohol Misuse, for example issues 
around responsible management of licensed premises. The same may 
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apply to the CPG on Improving Scotland’s Health 

 CPG on Co-operatives: There is potential overlap on issues around 
community pub ownership. This would potentially form a small part of 
discussions amongst the Beer and Pubs CPG 

 CPG on Towns and Town Centres, CPG on Convenience Stores: The beer 
and pubs sector adds to the vibrancy of Scotland’s town centres, and 
issues surrounding licensing law will be of mutual interest with these groups  

 There may also be occasional opportunities for discussion with the CPGs 
on Culture, Tourism, Food, Rural Policy and Brexit. 

Proposed discussion points for the Group:  

● Pubco Reform in Scotland  
● The importance of pubs to communities 
● Community pub ownership  
● The impact pubs have on people’s personal wellbeing  
● The emergence of new breweries in Scotland - guest speaker to include 

a brewer  

It is also the intention to invite industry representatives to meetings which 
have a specific topical interest.  

 

Note on external membership 

Our only initial external member is CAMRA, and we consider that as a 
consumer body rather than a commercial organisation it has a particularly 
valuable role to play. 

However we have also approached the Scottish Licensed Trade Association, 
the Scottish Independent Brewers’ Association, and Plunkett Scotland about 
the possibility of their involvement in the CPG, and we have had positive 
responses. We intend to keep external membership under review, and will 
inform the Standards Clerks as required. 

 

MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

Please provide names and party designation of all MSP members of the Group.  

 
Gordon Macdonald MSP - SNP 
Liam Kerr MSP - Conservative 
Patrick Harvie MSP - Green 
Neil Bibby MSP - Labour 
Rachael Hamilton MSP - Conservative 
John Scott MSP - Conservative 
Alexander Burnett MSP - Conservative 
Miles Briggs MSP - Conservative 
Liam McArthur MSP – Liberal Democrat 
Donald Cameron MSP - Conservative 
Maurice Corry MSP - Conservative 
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Maurice Golden MSP - Conservative 
Colin Smyth MSP - Labour 
Gordon MacDonald MSP - SNP 
George Adam MSP – SNP 
Graham Simpson - Conservative 

 

NON-MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

For organisational members please provide only the name of the organisation, it is 
not necessary to provide the name(s) of individuals who may represent the 
organisation at meetings of the Group. 

Individuals  

Organisations CAMRA, Campaign for Real Ale 

SLTA, the Scottish Licensed Trade Association 

Plunkett Foundation, Scotland  

GROUP OFFICE BEARERS 

Please provide names for all office bearers.  The minimum requirement is that two 
of the office bearers are MSPs and one of these is Convener – beyond this it is a 
matter for the Group to decide upon the office bearers it wishes to have.  It is 
permissible to have more than one individual elected to each office, for example, 
co-conveners or multiple deputy conveners. 

Convener Patrick Harvie MSP 

Deputy Convener Gordon Macdonald MSP and Graham Simpson MSP 

Secretary CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale 

Treasurer Gordon Macdonald MSP and Graham Simpson MSP 

FINANCIAL BENEFITS OR OTHER BENEFITS  

Please provide details of any financial or material benefit(s) the Group anticipates 
receiving from a single source in a calendar year which has a value, either singly 
or cumulatively, of more than £500.  This includes donations, gifts, hospitality or 
visits and material assistance such as secretariat support. 

 

The Group anticipates that it will receive material support from CAMRA, the 
Campaign for Real Ale. This material support would be in the form of providing a 
secretary to support with note-taking at meetings and organise members to attend 
said meetings by a paid member of staff, who will likely contribute on average 
three hours a week towards running the group. The value of this support is 
estimated to be in the region of £1000pa. 

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGED BY THE GROUP 
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Please provide details of the amount to be charged and the purpose for which the 
subscription is intended to be used. 

N/A 

CONVENER CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Patrick Harvie MSP 

Parliamentary 
address 

Patrick.Harvie.msp@parliament.scot 
MG.18 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Telephone 
number 

 
0131 348 6363 

 

STATEMENT ON COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

I declare that the Cross-Party Group on <SUBJECT> is constituted and will comply 
with the terms of Section 6 of the Code of Conduct for Members of the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Signed  

Date  
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